Characters in ‘The Story of Tom Brennan’ and how they deal with aspects of growing up or transitions into new phases of life and a broader world.

Character: TOM BRENNAN

	Experience encountered
	Growth, Change or other consequences as a result of the experience
	Key quotes
	Language identification and analysis

	Car accident
	Tom wants his old life back prior to the accident and he sees the accident as the end of his life as he knew it. He loses his sense of identity and sense of family in particular.

Feels guilty and ashamed about the irrevocable consequences his brother’s irresponsibility had for other people and their families

Retreats into a depressed state which feels empty and black.  
	p.5 Thinking about past Australia days

‘I wanted to be back home having a Barbie, Having our normal Australia Day. Our Brennan Australia Day, the way we always did.’

P15 Preparing to leave for the touch football match ‘I sat there playing with my socks, trying to shut down the bad thoughts that always surfaced and suffocated any hope I had of getting my life back.’

p. 76 When Tom first sees the car accident he thinks ‘As Snorter steered the Statesman around that last bend, I was still me, Tom Brennan – Year Eleven, middle child, happy, free, no fuss type of bloke. …But as we turned the corner…everything I thought I knew about who I was and who the Brennans were changed forever.

When Tom thinks about Fin p.150 ‘..Fin would never be free, and that was too enormous to swallow.’

And p.195 ‘I Couldn’t hate Fin, but at the moment it was hard not to. The debt was overwhelming.’

p.23 Just before playing touch football on Australia Day he thinks ‘I was like one of those drum-playing rabbits you see on a TV commercial. Except they’d forgotten to put the super-charged batteries in me so I was on the downhill slide. I could feel the exhaustion creeping into the back of my neck. I hadn’t even got near a ball and already I felt like doing the bolt back to the cave.’ And

after Tom eats Kylie’s apple strudel she yells at him saying ‘..Because you were locked away in your dark room in one of your dark moods not having a clue what’s going on here.’
	The use of the words ‘Home’, ‘normal’, ‘Brennan’ and ‘always’ together emphasise Tom’s longing for the positive family experiences and traditions of the past that he believes are gone forever.

The violent verb ‘suffocated’ vividly suggests the way Tom’s thoughts didn’t allow him to move forward.

The cumulative listing of descriptions of Tom prior to the accident reinforce his clear sense of who he was and his carefree nature. This is contrasted with the highly modal words ‘changed forever’ which suggests the enormous impact of the accident on Tom’s sense of self.

Complete the analysis as modelled above.

	MOVES TO COGHILL WHER HE 

a) Starts at St Benedicts and begins to play football again.

b) Develops a closer relationship with his Uncle Brendan through running

c)Visits Daniel in jail

d)Develops a new relationship with his Grandmother

e) develops a romantic relationship with Chrissy Tulake
	Learns that you can begin again and that the team is important

Brendan teaches him that there is a bigger world than Mumbilli and Coghill and that life is a journey

Makes a scrapbook to help Daniel remember who he was and to give him hope for a future. 

Makes her a chook pen to acknowledge her contribution to his life

Who allows him to talk through his concerns and helps him find himself again.
	p. 245 ‘Bennie’s first fifteen had taught me plenty. When I had needed it most, Bennie’s had reminded me that the game was better when a team was united and loving it. I thought of Dad’s words at camp: ‘Bennie’s is giving you a chance.’ And he was right. In many ways, they’d saved my arse.’

After seeing Brendan crying over photos of Daniel Tom thinks p.238 ‘…but for the first time it helped me look at everything with a bit of distance. ..We were all on our own journey, and some days the traveling was worse than others.’

P.165 ‘I took the books out and carefully, page by page, started to remove what I wanted to copy. With each memory I touched, I felt it gain-that pain, like a sledgehammer slicing through your heart. It hurt so much but it was a good hurt because it wasn’t in vain. This was going to help Daniel. If he had to face a future, then so did I.’

p.242 When Tom and Brendan are at the waterhole talking Tom says, ’Gran  says we’ve got to leave our ghosts behind.’

p.261 Tom describes his relationship with Chrissy, ‘When I was with Chrissy, I was me again. Simple Tom Brennan- no ties, no debt, no guilt, no bad thoughts……I missed me, Tom Brennan, and that’s why now I could smile, ‘cause I could see that he was coming back.’ And when Tom and Chrissy are swimming together he says, p.283 ‘You are everything. Everything!...You helped me find my old self. Believe me, that’s everything.’


	


